
PMMA and PMMA Alumni 
Association’s  “Tulong Marino 
Program” continued with sup-
port from the Commission on 
Higher Education (CHED) State 
Universities and Colleges Region 
III and MARINO Partylist.  
 Relief operations also con-
tinued on April 28 to provide 
food and financial assistance 
to somewhat ease  the needs 
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PMMA community responds to pandemic

CONgRESS is set to 
transform the Phil-
ippine Merchant Ma-

rine Academy (PMMA) into 
a more versatile maritime 
higher education institution 
(MHEI) using cutting- edge 
technology in education, of-
fering more diverse maritime 
program and a center on mar-
itime research.
 Not only that, the future 
PMMA is envisaged to be more 

equitable and a tool for pover-
ty alleviation, and to produce 
more public service oriented 
graduates.
 This is essentially the objec-
tives of the proposed Bicenten-
nial Charter of PMMA, which 
marked its 200th anniversary 
last year amid the pandemic. 
The strongest proponent of the 
bill that would replace the 1963 
PMMA law is no less than its 
chief executive, PMMA Supt. 
Commo. Joel Y. Abutal.
 The proposed charter would 
expand the academy’s course 
offerings to include other 
maritime fields such as ship-
building, maritime software 
development, maritime law en-
forcement and naval engineer-
ing systems that are needed in 
an archipelagic country like the 
Philippines.

Bicentennial on p2

THE Philippine Merchant Marine Academy (PMMA) and 
PMMA Alumni Association as well as its class organizations 
here and abroad have joined hands to extend assistance 
to Filipino seafarers and other sectors hardest hit by the 

lockdown dubbed Enhanced Community Quarantine (ECQ) imposed 
by the government.  

PMMA Bicentennial Charter
gains congressional support

THE Assembly of Service 
Academies and Schools 
Alumni Association of 

the Philippines (ASASAAP) 
held its first general Assembly 
recently at the Camp Aguinaldo 
golf Club in Camp Aguinaldo, 
Quezon City.
 The new group includes 
Philippine Military Academy 
Alumni Association Inc. 

(PMAAAI), the Philippine 
Merchant Marine Academy 
Alumni Association Inc. 
(PMMAAAI), Philippine 
National Police Academy 
Alumni Association (PNPAAAI), 
Philippine Air Force Flying 
School Alumni Association Inc. 
(PAFFSAAI), Officer Candidate 
School Alumni Association Inc. 
(OCSAAI), Coast guard Officer’s 

Course Alumni Association Inc. 
(CgOCAAI), the Alumni Society 
of Maritime Academy of Asia and 
the Pacific Inc. (ASMAAPI). 
 Among its leaders include 
Edgar B Aglipay of the PMAAAI, 
Chito Felix C. Majabague of the 
PMMAAAI, Willian S Macavinta 
of the PNPAAAI, Rene S Diaz 

Alumni on p3

Alumni of academies, schools 
hold 1st general Assembly

 They were there among the 
first groups of people to respond 
during the first few days of the 
declaration of the public health 
emergency and to cushion the 
impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic to various people especial-
ly seafarers particularly in Luzon 
where the ECQ was declared.
 Thousands of seafarers, who 
were processing their papers 
in Metro Manila or undergo-
ing training or medical exams, 
were stranded in Luzon for some 
months due to the suspension of 
public transport.  Most of them 
were staying in boarding houses 
and dormitories but many were 
later booted out for failure to set-
tle the rent.  
 The PMMA officials, the 
AlumniAssociation Board of Di-
rectors (BOD), members of the 
Bicentennial Host Class, team-
ing up with the MARINO Party-
list, initiated the Tulong Marino: 
Kayod Marino para sa Pami-
lyang Pilipino to call on kind 
hearted alumni to share some-
thing for the relief operation to 
aid the beleaguered seafarers. 
 The initial target benefi-
ciaries of the relief goods were 
stranded seafarers in different 
parts of Metro Manila, but the 
relief operations also benefited 

PMMA employees residing in 
housing units within the PMMA 
Complex. Specifically for PMMA 
midshipmen/women, they were 
handed with personal hygiene 
kits.
 On Sunday, April 12, 2020, 
the PMMA alumni officers vis-
ited many areas where strand-
ed seafarers had been staying 
during the lockdown and dis-
tributed sacks of rice, canned 
goods, noodles, and coffee.
 Among these places were  
Dian St. in Palanan; Sta. Poten-
ciana St.; Ompong Boarding 
House on Heneral Macabulos St. 
Bangkal; Mariner’s Home on A 
Loredo St., Makati City; F Sofia 
Apartments, Singalong St. and 
Estrella Bldg, San Andres St. in 
Malate; Lapressa Dormitel, San 

Marcelino St. in Ermita; 2132 
MH Del Pilar St. Brgy 701 Zone 
77; Mariners Safe House and 
Neri’s Place on Ma. Orosa St.; 
and Mariners Safe House, Sina-
goga St. 
 In Paco, Manila, alumni also 
distributed relief goods on La-
noria St., Brgy 813 in Paco, Ma-
nila on Apacible St. and also in 
Citadel Dormitory, and NFWD 
Bldg., Escoda St. Ermita.
 Also in Ermita, stranded 
seafarers on San Marcelino St.; 
ground Floor Plaza Tower on 
guerrero St.; Ferguson Park 
Tower on  MH Del Pilar St.;   
Two Hearts Boarding House, on 
Buencamini Alley and on CM 
Recto in Ermita, Manila benefit-
ed from the relife operations. 
 Later that month, the 

of more than 700 
stranded seafarers in 
Miramonte Heights, 
Brgy 180, Caloocan 
City; in Sta. Poten-
ciana St., Brgy 658,  
Escuela St., Brgy 657, 
(Bakery) Real St., 
Brgy 658 in Intra-
muros, Manila.
    good were also 
handed to seafarers 

in Wennys Barbershop on gon-
zalo Puyat St. in Quiapo Manila; 
Andreas Dormitory on Loyola 
St. Brgy 404, Sampaloc; on Ya-
kal St.; Elmee’s Boarding House, 
Brgy. 679;  Seafarers Anchors 
Home on  Agoncillo St., Brgy 
723; F. Munoz St., Brgy. 735; 
Agoncillio St., Brgy 273; on g. 

PMMA Community on p6
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PMMA Board approves acquisition of training ship

 During a recent interview, 
PMMA Supt Commo Joel Abutal 
disclosed that the PMMA Board 
of Trustees had given go signal 
to acquire a modern multi role 
training ship that would also 
accommodate cadets from other 
maritime higher education 
institutions (MHEIs).

 “Acquiring modern multi 
role training vessel is approved 
by the (PMMA) Board already 
and we are submitting it to 
NEDA-ICC for appreciation 
and, hopefully, if approved 
magkakaroon na tayo ng 
training vessel for the whole 
Filipino seafarers,” Commo. 

Bicentennial from p1

 “This would ensure, that 
aside from the merchant 
marine profession, the PMMA   
community’s academic 
expertise and experience shall 
be used for the training of would 
be maritime law enforcers, 
naval officers and hydrographic 
professionals to serve 
government instrumentalities 
towards the advancement of 
national development,” said the 
PMMA Alumni Association 
position paper on the bill.  
 graduates shall have 
opportunity to share tactical, 
technical and intelligence 
information with the Defense 
department as well as share 
expertise with the government 
by requiring them at least a two-
year cumulative government 
service within ten years after 
graduation.
 It will also expand the 
mandate of PMMA to provide 
not just the baccalaureate, 
graduate and post-graduate 
degrees but to serve as a 
training and assessment center 
for national certificates and 
diplomas in the technical and 
vocational education course. “ 
This will answer the problem of 
half-baked would-be seafarers 
from f ly-by-night maritime 
schools who end up piling up 

to the statistics of unemployed 
seafarers,” the position paper 
said.
 Moreover, the proposed 
charter also expands the 
mandate of PMMA to serve as 
the National Maritime Policy 
Research Center, a think tank 
composed of bright minds of 
experienced mariners, to develop 
policies through sound research 
to help guide the nation’s policy 
makers.
 Add to these, from an 
exclusive boys club, PMMA will 
be more accessible by providing 
equal opportunities to all 
provinces and districts and by 
bringing testing and medical 
examination facilities to far 
flung areas.
 Commo. Abutal explained: 
“We are also including in 
the charter a one cadet per 
congressional district in order 
to really provide opportunities 
to those even indigents in 
the countryside. You can 
just imagine, if one cadet per 
district including the far-f lung 
areas of the country would be 
able to graduate at PMMA,” he 
said
 Their family and relatives 
would likely benefit financially 
from the significantly high 
salaries of the cadet once he 
become an officer, according to 
the PMMA top official.
 The Committee on Higher 
and Technical Education of 
the House of Representatives 
chaired by Baguio City Rep. 
Mark go has approved the 
proposed Bicentennial Charter 
or bill seeking to declare PMMA 
as National Maritime Academy.
 The measure’s principal 
author is Deputy Speaker and 
Cagayan de Oro City Rep. 
Rufus Rodriguez, but most if 
not all members of the House 
committee signified their 
intention to be co-authors of the 
bill.

SPEAKINg of increasing cadetship berths in the country, the gov-
ernment-owned Philippine Merchant Marine Academy (PMMA) 
in San Narciso, Zambales is planning to acquire a training ship that 

would be shared with other maritime schools.

AMid the continuing scourge of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the country’s oldest 
maritime institution, Philippine Merchant 
Marine Academy (PMMA), presented on 
July 28, 2021 a fresh batch of 162 future 
maritime leaders of the country.
 in a video message, President duterte 
commended the 84 BS Marine Transporta-
tion - BSMT and 78 BS Marin Engineering 

– BSMarE graduates for their perseverance 
and hard work and wished them all the 
best during PMMA’s 198th Commencement 
Exercises in San Narciso, Zambales.
 For his part, PMMA Supt. Commo. Joel 
Y. Abutal called the graduates as members 
of the “SiNAGLAKAN” (Sibol ng pinag-isang 
lahing maharlikang manlalayag na may 
tapang at dangal) Class of 2021.    

PH Navy scholars top PMMA’s 198th Comencement Exercises

PMMA Alumni conducts free webinar on internal Auditing
The PMMA Alumni Association 
Board of Directors conducted a we-
binar on “internal Auditing based 
on iSO 19011:2018 Guidelines and 
iSO 9001:2015 Quality Manage-

ment System” on April 8 -9, 2021. 
 in view of this, the BOD invited 
PMMA Alumni lifetime members, 
as priority participants,  to join this 
webinar training course for free as 

part of freebies it offers to lifetime 
Members.  however, pre-requi-
site to this training course is prior 
knowledge or awareness on the 
requirements of iSO 9001:2015.

Abutal announced. 
 The NEDA ICC or the 
National Economic Development 
Authority Investment 
C o o r d i n a t i n g 
Council is the 
government body 
that evaluates 
“major national 
projects and 
recommends to 
the President the 
timetable of their 
implementation.”
 The move 
however has 
already gained 
c o n g r e s s i o n a l 
support.  It can be 

recalled that in November 2019, 
there was a consensus reached 
among members of the House 
committee on overseas workers 
affairs to fund the purchase of 
training ships as government 
support in the training of the 
country’s future marine officers. 
 The PMMA chief executive 
spoke of a multi role training 
ship; meaning, aside from 

training cadets, the ship would 
most likely engage also in 
commercial operation to help 
defray its operational expenses.
 At present, only two MHEIs 
are known to have their own 
training ships, the Maritime 
Academy of Asia and the Pacific 
(MAAP) and the John B. Lacson 
Foundation Maritime University 
(JBLFMU).

 He exhorted them to exhibit, at all 
times, not only technical competence, 
but also PMMA’s tenets of Kawastuhan, 
Kababaang –Loob, Kagitingan and chal-
lenged the SiNAGLAKAN Class 2021 who 
has a woman, Midshipwoman First Class 
(1CL) Jovy Bernardo, as valedictorian.
 1CL Bernardo from Kalinga Province 
was followed by fellow Kalinga-native, 
Midn 1CL Agot Sangoy, both are PN schol-
ars. Another PN scholar, Midn 1CL Jasmine 
Kim Rico from Pasay City placed eighth. 
They also received special awards from the 
PN such as the FOiC, PN Sword for Bernardo 
and Plaque of Recognition for Sangoy and 
Rico.
 “don’t fail us!  PMMA turned 201 this 
year; make us proud of the tradition that 
PMMA has been known for,” Commo Abu-
tal urged the graduates. 
 Joining the 162 graduates, who will 
be joining the Philippine Navy, the Philip-
pine Coast Guard (PCG) and the merchant 
marine profession, were 12 graduates of 
PMMA Post Graduate programs.
 After receiving their diploma, the 
graduates were welcomed by PMMA Alum-
ni Association President CE Chito Felix Ma-
jabague into their alumni association.
 Others graced the commencement 
exercises include Philippine Navy Flag-Of-
fice-in-Command RAdm. Adeluis Bordado 
and PCG deputy dommander for Adminis-
tration VAdm. Eduardo Fabricante.
 Vice President Leni Robredo, Sen. Joel 
Villanueva, PCG Chief VAdm. George Ursa-
bia Jr. and Commissioner of High Education 
dr. Ronald Adamat also sent their video 
messages to the graduates.
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 In his general Order No. 096-
A dated 27 November 2020, the 
Commandant, through Chief of 
Coast guard Staff RAdm Rolan-
do Lizor Punzalan, ordered the 
activation of the PMMA Alumni 
Auxiliary Squadron to provide 
support and assistance to the 
PCg on its mandates, functions 
and to assist in relief operations 
and humanitarian activities.
 The Squadron, which will 
be under direct administrative 
and operational control of the 
National Auxiliary Main Of-
fice (NAMO) is dedicated to the 
200th Year Anniversary of the 

former Escuela Nautica de Ma-
nila, now PMMA. 
 In his letter to PMMA Alum-
ni President CE Chito Felix C. 
Majabague, the Commandant 
said he expects the Squadron to 
provide support and assistance to 
the PCg in the implementation 
of its mandate particularly in the 
promotion of safety of life and 
property at sea, protection of the 
marine environment, conduct of 
search and rescue, and enhance 
community relations through 
civic action and youth develop-
ment programs. 
 The PMMA Alumni Squad-

ron is not a revival of 
the 119th Auxiliary 
Squadron led by PMMA 
Alumni under RAdm 
Adonis Donato, PCgA, 
which was instrumental 
in various notable ac-
complishments in help-
ing the PCg by drawing 
up the Philippine Navi-
gational Sea-lanes, Sail-
ing guides to Masters 
and Traffic Management 
Systems in major ports 
in the countries and the 
conduct of Maritime 
Disaster Investigations 

during the 90’s and the 
institutionalization of the PCg 
Auxiliary in Republic Act No. 
9993 or the PCg Law.
 Meanwhile, the PMMAAAI 
plans to proceed with the neces-
sary requirements prior to com-
missioning of the members to the 
PCgA and intends to organize 
squads and units according to 
technical expertise of its mem-
bers to efficiently carry out the 
tasks by the PCg. 
 This will include organiz-
ing of technical expertise units 
such as those from the academe 
and training center sector to 

PCg chief activates “PMMA Alumni Auxiliary Squadron”

PHILIPPINE Coast guard (PCg) Commandant Admiral george V. Ursabia Jr.  has 
officially activated PMMA Alumni Auxiliary Squadron to be exclusively composed of 
alumni members from the Philippine Merchant Marine Academy (PMMA) to augment 

the technical and tactical needs of the PCg for maritime law enforcement and the country’s 
compliance to international maritime treaties and conventions. 

State, Modernization and Stra-
tegic Studies and other com-
mand services as needed.
 The Alumni Association also 
intends to link its local chapters 
in various localities to serve in 
different Coast guard Districts in 
the country especially in locations 
where there are strategic ports, 
bases and stations of the Philippine 
Coast guard. 
 In his response to Adm Ursa-
bia, CE Majabague expressed his 
thanks to the PCg Command for 
the trust and confidence in the 
alumni association and assured 
the Commandant that the 8,000 
strong maritime professionals of 
the Association would give their 
100% commitment to be of ser-
vice to the PCgA and the PCg.

T HE PMMA Alumni Association of 
North America gifted its alma 
mater, the Philippine Merchant 

Marine Academy, with the “Bicentennial 
Bell” on September 27, 2020, to com-
memorate the Academy’s 200th found-
ing anniversary.
 Members of the North American 
chapter of the alumni association led by 
their President Capt. Ely diaz ’82 handed 
over the solid brass bell to PMMA Supt. 
Commo Joel Abutal in simple ceremonies 
held at the PMMA Complex in San Narciso, 
Zambales.  They flew to the country for the 
special occasion.

PMMA alumni North America donates Bicentennial BellAlumni from p1

of the PAFFSAAI, Maxima O 
Ignacio of the OCSAAI, Algier 
T Ricafrente of the CgOCAAI, 
and Ruszell J Apchecha of the 
ASMAAPI.
 The ASASAAP objectives 
include professional and leader-
ship development, networking 
and engagement and advocacy of 
better services to society; and to 
develop, inspire, and promote fel-
lowship among its alumni mem-
bers by making the Assembly to 
serve as an annual refresher for 

its members to form friendships.
 Areas of Cooperation include 
enhancement of professional and 
leadership development; estab-
lishment of strong networking 
and engagement links; organi-
zation of joint management and 
entrepreneurial activities such 
as seminars, conferences, and 
symposia or lectures; exchanges 
of researches, publications, and 
other materials of common in-
terests; and participation in na-
tion-building, to include formu-
lation and recommendation of 
policies for nation-building.

The recently formed Assem-
bly of Service Academies 
and Schools Alumni Associa-

tion of the Philippines (ASASAAP) 
staged another successful  joint 
activity, the ASASAAP virtual lead-
ership Development Symposium 
with the theme: “leadership ex-
perience and Best Practices in the 
Midst of Crisis-Pandemic” on  july 
15, 2021.
 The virtual symposium is a 
follow-through event of the ASA-
SAAP hosted by partner-associ-
ation CG Officers School Alumni 
Association, inc. (CGOSAAi) and 
moderated by CGOSAAi Presi-
dent CG CAPT Algier ricafrente.  
executive Director Cavalier Sunny 
Pequiras and PMA Alumni Center 
executive Assistant supported 
and extended much needed as-
sistance for the event.
 it served as a platform for 
sharing of leadership experiences 
and best practices to encourage 
the adoption of leadership para-
digms in the “new normal.”
 PMAAAi Chairperson and CeO 
Cavalier Amado T espino deliv-
ered the opening remarks and 

PNPAAAi Chairperson P/BGeN 
William S Macavinta closed the 
event who both received e-Certif-
icates of Appreciation afterwards.
 The  symposium’s guest speak-
ers were:
 (PAFFSAAi) PAF BGeN Fabian 
Pedregosa – Wing Commander 
of 5th Fighter Wing, Basa Air Base, 
Floridablanca, Pampanga
 (PMMAAAi) MM CAPT jose 
remo librodo – President & CeO of 
Next Wave Maritime Management, 
inc. and Marine Superintendent of 
Dorval Kaiun K.K.
 (PNPAAAi) P/COl lory Tarrazo-
na – Chief of Police, lipa, Batan-
gas, recipient of PNP Medalya ng 
Kagalingan
 (CGOSAAi) CG CAPT eliezer 
ibarrientos – Commander of Task 
Group Airport One-Stop-Shop for 
the Management of repatriating 
Overseas Filipinos
 (OCSAAi) PN CAPT Ferdinand 
Buscato – executive Director of 
the Government’s Task Force 
Balik-loob
 (ASMAAPi) MM CAPT Maria 
Kristina javellana – Female Mer-
chant vessel Captain homeported 

in Singapore
 (PMAAAi) CG rADM rolando 
Punzalan – Commander of Task 
Force Bayanihan returning Over-
seas Filipinos
 A total of 178 affiliate mem-
bers of the ASASAAP attended 
the symposium.
 They also have full support 
from PMMAAAi Chairperson Ce 
Chito Felix C. Majabague, PAFF-
SAAi Chairperson MGeN rene 
Diaz, OCSAAi Chairperson BGeN 
Maxima ignacio and ASMAAPi 
President CAPT ruszell Apache-
cha.
 The National Director of PCG 
Auxiliary also attended, among 
them, PCGA vADM Manuel 
luis idquival, PCGA rADM lino 
Paderanga, vice president of 
Asian institute of Maritime Stud-
ies (AiMS), and other senior Offi-
cers of the PCGA. 
 it is worth noting that the 
PCGA officers are very active in 
their OPlAN “Malasakit” and, very 
recently, in their OPlAN “Taal” for 
humanitarian missions for commu-
nities affected by the Taal volcano 
high-level emissions.

ASASAAP stages leadership sympo

serve and provide support to 
the Coast guard Education and 
Training Command; active sea-
farers, masters, chief engineers, 
superintendents and technical 
managers to serve in the Coast 
guard Surface Support Force 
and the Maritime Safety Ser-
vices; and the shipping execu-
tives group to offer assistance to 
the PCg Human Resource, Port 

 Comm Abutal conveyed his whole-
hearted gratitude to PMMA Alumni Asso-
ciation of North America for their special 

present to the academy.  The bell, which 
weighs approximately 82 pounds, will only 
be rung on very significant occasions.
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 One of its graduates, who 
had a significant contribution to 
what it is now, is the late VAdm. 
Richard U. Ritual PMMA. 
Today marks the day when we 
have lost one of the great minds 
in the maritime industry. It has 
been two years since the passing 
of a great man. 
 He has served the Academy 
with all his heart and poured 

efforts to lead it, in adapting to 
the modern times and conquer 
the challenges brought about 
by the changing tides in the 
industry. Indeed in his short 
life he had shown what a 
dedicated PMMA graduate 
could achieve. 
 Your PMMA Family will 
always be grateful that you 
have once took PMMA’s helm.

THE PMMA Alumni Association extends its smart-
est salute to the new new Board of Directors of the 
PMMA Alumni Association of North America for 

2020-2022 
 Congratulations to the new Board of Directors of the 
PMMA Alumni Assn of North America    2020-2022:
 President -Nap Curameng ‘68
 Vice President - Ariel Etrata ‘89
 Treasurer - Nap delos Santos ‘95
 Secretary - Aries Fernandez ‘79

ChAPter CoordinAtors:
 Canada- Nilo Yee ‘73 & Nestor Rondina ‘73
 NorCal- Tom Manalese ‘92
 SoCal- Epi Engo ‘91
 Central- Bob Quiambao ‘86

 “Mabuhay ang PMMAAAINA!”

 Capt. Elias Dias
 PMMAAAINA President, 2018-2020

THE PMMA and the 
Alumni Association 
congratulate one of its 

alumni, Admiral Joel S garcia 
PCg Ph.D. H.D. Al-haj, 28th 
Commandant of the Philippine 
Coast guard (PCg), on a job 
well done! 
 A member of the PMMA Class 
of 1985, Adm garcia earned a 
degree in Bachelor of Science 
in Marine Transportation. To 
accentuate his firm belief and 
commitment to continuous 
learning, he pursued a Masters 
Degree in Maritime Safety 
Administration from the 
prestigious World Maritime 
University (WMU) in Malmo, 
Sweden, and a Masters in 
Shipping Management from the 

PMMA graduate School.
 In 1992, his vibrant seagoing 
career rightfully earned him 
his license as a Master Mariner. 
He served numerous Philippine 
Navy ships, served as junior 
officer’s billet in various capac-
ities, and where he eventually 
culminated as ship’s captain to 
several PCg ships.
 A true son of PMMA, that 
always shows his potentials 
in and out of the workplace; a 
committed and a skilled lead-
er, we salute you and thank you 
for your years of hard work and 
best wishes on this next stage of 
your life. 
 You made PMMA proud! 
Happy retirement, sir!

1. Capt. gaudencio C. Morales ’70 - President 
2. CE guilbert B. Llamado ’86 - Vice-President 
3. Capt.. Hernando S. Eusebio ’73 - Secretary 
general 4. Capt.. Oscar D. Orbeta ’70 - Treasurer 
5. Capt.. Victor S. Del Prado ’70 - Trustee 
6. Capt.. Juanito g. Salvatierra ’76 - Trustee 
7. Capt.. Marciano A. Alcaraz ’58 - Trustee 
8. Ms. Josephine B. Vigden HM ’58 - Trustee 

9. Capt.. Juan Antoine B. Dela Torre ’85 - Trustee 
10. Capt. Reynold M. Sabay ‘80 - Trustee 
11. CE Chito Felix C. Majabague ’83 - Trustee 
12. Bgen. Melquiades V. Ordiales Jr. ’85 - Trustee 
13. Capt. Jose Remo L. Librodo ’84 - Trustee 
14. Dr. Nelson gerardo T. Prias ’85 - Trustee 
15. CE Jomel H. Paradero ‘98 - Trustee 
16. Commo Joel Y. Abutal ’92 - (Ex-Officio)

Honoring former PMMA Supt. VAdm. Richard Ritual

TWO hundred years of maritime 
excellence would not be achieved 
by the Philippine Merchant Marine 

Academy (PMMA) without the help of a 
number of people who heeded the call to serve 
their beloved institution. 

PMMA Alumni Ass’n congratulates
PMMA Alumni Ass’n North America

CONGRATS, PCG CHiEF AdM. GARCiA!

The PMMA Alumni Foundation officers

The officers and members of the Board of Trustees 
of the PMMA Alumni Foundation Inc. PMMAAFI 
for 2019-2021:

ANNOUNCEMENT
There will be elections for directors of our Association 

in October for the coming Board of Directors for 2022-2023. 
The outgoing BOD is inviting all alumni in good standing  

to express their interest to serve our Association.  
Details will be announced soon in our social media  accounts.
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happy 52th Anniversary, 
Bunkmates! 

The BOArD of Directors (BOD) and 
members of our Association con-
tinue to display unity and resilience 
amid the adversity and challenges 
brought about by the Covid-19 
pandemic.

last year’s enhanced Community 
Quarantine (eCQ) compelled us to 
either forego or defer the activities 
we had worked hard for over two 
years for our Academy’s Bicenten-
nial celebration in 2020.

Despite the lockdown, the BOD  
accomplished some milestones 
due to your generous cooperation 
and support that helped transform 
our erstwhile “Social Functions 
into Social responsibilities” - from 
reaching out to the victims of 
the Taal volcano eruptions and 
Typhoons rolly and ulysses up to 
extending assistance to seafarers 
stranded in Metro Manila as well 
as to PMMA corps of midshipmen 
and faculty members and their 
families in San Narciso, Zambales. 
The Association also gave financial 
aid for the hospitalization of Covid 
positive alumni and those who lost 
the battle. 

Notwithstanding the absence 
of face-to-face meetings, the BOD 
has continued its meetings, albeit 
virtually.  in these BOD meetings, 
the Association has arrived at a 
position in support for house Bill 
No. 6439 or  the PMMA Bicentenni-

al Charter.
We have our scholarship pro-

gram for high school in San Narciso 
and we will release the allowances 
to our five selected scholars within 
this month.

in August 2020, the host Class 
2020 together with the BOD, raffled 
off all major and minor prizes (car, 
laptops, mobile phone, tablets, 
43”Tv, bikes) in last year’s aborted 
homecoming.  Congratulations to 
all the winners! 

Then, in December 2020, we 
succeeded in unveiling the PMMA’s  
historical marker in Pavillion de las 
Castellana, Beaterio St. corner Ca-
bildo St., intramuros, Manila.  With 
the historical marker PMMA is now 
registered with the National histor-
ical Commission of the Philippines 
(NhCP) and the Philippines Cultural 
Structure and Cultural Property.

Another milestone is the activa-
tion of the PMMA Alumni 200thAux-
iliary Squadron of the Philippine 
Coast Guard (PCGA). This will give 
our members the chance to lend 
our expertise in providing support 
to the PCG in implementing its 
mandate on promoting safety of 
life and property at sea, protecting 
marine environment, and conduct-
ing search and rescue as well as to  
ships calling, in ports all over the 
country since our association has 
a network of Alumni Chapters in 
various localities nationwide.

Also, an important accomplish-
ment is the new partnership with 

fellow service alumni associations, 
through the Assembly of Service 
Academies and Schools Alumni 
Association of the Philippines 
(ASASAAP), whose members are, 
we, PMMAAAi, PMA Alumni Asso-
ciation, PNP Alumni Association, 
PAF Flying School Alumni Asso-
ciation, Officer Candidate School 
Alumni Association inc., Coast 
Guard Officers Alumni Association 
and Alumni Society MAAP Alumni 
Association.

The BOD also conducted webinar 
training courses for iSO 9001:2015 
Awareness & internal Quality Audi-
tors Course and internal Auditing 
Base on iSO 9001:2018 Guidelines 
and iSO 9001:2015 requirements, 
last February and March.

With regard to the PMMA 
Alumni Center boarding house, 
since 2019 to present, we have a 
very good turn-out of boarders, 
and we would like to thank BOD 
Ce james Morales from ePiC Gas, 
for the long-term contract for the 
accommodation of their crew. This 
is the only source of income we 
have to sustain the operations of 
our Alumni Center.

last june, we started erecting 
our “Bicentennial Wall’ project.  The 
pandemic caused delays in the 
construction. There is also a need 
for funds to finish the project.

Thus, the BOD is appealing to all 
alumni to please secure your copy 
of our PMMA Bicentennial Coffee 
Table Book, the project of host 

Class 2020.  The proceeds of this 
project will be used to finish the 
“Bicentennial Wall” and to finance 
the PMMA AluMNi Bicentennial 
Professorial Chair which aims at 
recognizing professors for their ac-
ademic excellence and meritorious 
service in the field of teaching, dis-
cipline or in research in accordance 
with the PMMA mission.  The ob-
jective is to grant them honorarium 
of P50,000 or more per annum on 
top of the regular compensation 

Also in june this year, the PMMA 
Alumni BOD and the PMMA Foun-
dation BOT convened in our 1st 
joint virtual meeting to discuss our 
responsibilities and areas of coop-
eration as one organization with 
the main objective of promoting 
unity and solidarity among alumni 
and conduct activities for the inter-
est and benefits of the members 
and the PMMA. in general.

We would like to inform the 
members that we are processing 
the Perpetual registration of the 
PMMA Alumni Association inc., 
with the Securities and exchange 
Commission (SeC).  if you would re-
member, we celebrated our Golden 
Founding Anniversary last 2019.  
We need to renew our registration 
with SeC so that the PMMA Alumni 
Association will continue without 
change in status for the next gen-
erations of members 

With all these achievements, 
please accept our sincerest grat-
itude and appreciation to all of 

you – for sharing your time, talents 
as well as resources in all worthy 
undertakings the Association had 
embarked on.

let’s further strengthen our uni-
ty in facing the challenges posed 
by the pandemic and remain 
hopeful that there’s always light at 
the end of the tunnel.

Together we can accomplish 
great things for the PMMA, for the 
Alumni Association and the Alumni 
Foundation.

happy 52th Founding Anniversary 
to PMMA Alumni Association inc.!
Mabuhay ang PMMA! 
Mabuhay ang PMMA Alumni 
Association!
Mabuhay ang PMMA Alumni 
Foundation!

ExTrAordInAry times calls 
for extraordinary decisions to 
cope up with the times.  
 The CoVId19 Pandemic 
has brought gigantic tasks 
for PMMA in pursuit of its 
mission and vision. The health 
protocols, home confinements 
and the loss of our brothers 
and their loved ones due to 
the disease have taken its 
toll on each and every one.  
However, PMMA cannot and 
will not stop in its mandate 
in providing the country with 
efficient and well trained 
merchant mariners and naval 
and coast guard officers.  
 The Administration, 

THE REVEILLE Magazine 
serves as the official newsletter of 
the PMMA Alumni Association 
for the purpose of dissemination 
of information and updates 
regarding the accomplishments, 
projects, and events of PMMA 
Alumni Association. 
 It also serves as the 
“MEMORABILIA” or 
compilation of activities of the 
alumni for future reference and 
considered as additional source of 
information by the association to 
keep all its members in tact with 
its common goal to pay tribute to 
their alma matter, the Philippine 
Merchant Marine Academy.
 Delegated to the Secretary 
general thru Dr. Nelson g.T. 
Prias, the PMMA Alumni 
Association Board of Directors 
supports the printing of the 
Reveille magazine according 
to the set of issues approved to 

publish.
 The distribution of the 
Reveille among its members 
during the events of the PMMA 
Alumni Association is considered 
to be the most efficient way of 
reaching out to its members 
and sponsors as it caters mostly 
the majority of industry players 
working in Maritime Training 
Centers, Maritime Schools, 
government agenciies such as 
DOT, MARINA, PCg, PN and 
Shipping & Manning Sector of 
the maritime industry.
 The support coming from 
its donors and sponsors fulfills 
the successful release of the 
Reveille issues as it is also serve 
as our media mileage of their 
participation in any organized 
events of the PMMA Alumni 
Association.
 Mabuhay ang PMMA Alumni 
Association Inc.!

 
dr. nelson G.t. Prias, 
dBA,Ll.B., MsBM
PMMAAAi secretary General 
(2019-2021)
Chairman of information & 
Publication Committee

dear fellow alumni, 

OUR ALUMNI Association, 
in over 50-year history, is 

CE Chito Felix C. Majabague 
President
PMMA Alumni Association Inc.

is indebted to the Alumni 
Community, our seniors, brothers 
and sisters who came to assist 
PMMA in this most challenging 
times of our lifetime.  We have 
been very lucky for those who 
continued to look back; from the 
alumni who chose to stay with 
PMMA and share their talents 
and time and to those who shared 
their treasures by providing much 
needed supplies and technical 
and moral support.  
 I will forever be grateful for 
the assistance provided by the 
Alumni Community for PMMA 
and for the hundreds of young 
men and women who continue 
to realize their dreams with the 
education PMMA is providing.  
 Extraordinary times calls 
for extraordinary decisions to 
cope up with the times.  We did 
that, PMMA did extraordinary 
decisions for the welfare and 
safety of everyone, thru the 
much needed help of the 
extraordinary PMMA’ers who 
lend their helping hand.  

Forever grateful, 
COMMO JOEL Y ABUTAL 
Superintendent
PMMA

 I sincerely apologize for these 
shortcomings. Nevertheless, 
as we all very know, we are not 
getting any younger. 
 Somehow, we should start 
to entrust the leadership of 
the Foundation to the younger 
generation, who are willing to 
serve, or let our dear Alumni 
Association manage to do the 
job.
 To this end, the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors 
allowed me to present my 
proposals which, it eventually 
supported and ratified, among 
them, for the Association and 
the Foundation to enter into a 
Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA).
 One of the main objectives 
of this MOA is to guide the 
leadership of both parties with 
the concept of “Check and 
Balance” in the management 
of the Alumni House and the 
Foundation Funds.
 The basic agreement 
includes that the Alumni House 
including its Properties, Funds, 

Maintenance and all Activities 
therein shall be managed jointly 
by the Association and the 
Foundation.
 Moreover, the Association 
shall have full control of 
the Alumni House once the 
membership of the Foundation 
reached the majority of the 
Association’s membership. 
Subsequently, the elected BOD 
of the Association shall be 
automatically be the elected BOT 
of the Foundation provided they 
are member of the Foundation in 
good standing.
 The Alumni Association 
Secretariat shall also act as 
the Joint Secretariat of the 
Association and the Foundation.
 In the event of financial 
difficulty either with the 
Association or the Foundation, 
the one with the more stable 
financial position shall support 
the other with financial difficulty 
to sustain its operation.
 In my proposal, which the 
BOD adopted, it is understood 
that the Association and the 

Foundation are considered one 
Organization with the main 
objective of promoting unity 
and solidarity among PMMA 
alumni and conduct various 
activities for the interest 
and benefits of the alumni 
members and the PMMA. 
Therefore, any disputes arising 
out in the compliance of the 
Memorandum of Agreement 
shall always be settled amicably.
 Dear fellow alumni, I hope 
this MOA will pave the way for 
a smooth operation of both the 
Association and the Foundation 
and will help build a healthy 
relationship between our two 
organizations in the many years 
ahead.
 
Mabuhay ang PMMA Alumni 
Association!
Mabuhay ang PMMA Alumni 
Foundation!  

CAPt GAUdenCio C. 
MorALes
President
PMMA Alumni Foundation inc.

confronted with unprecedented 
challenges brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 Our Alumni Foundation 
also shares these challenges. 
The Foundation was created by 
the Association to serve as its 
business/financial arm as well 
as the manager of the Alumni 
House and Foundation funds, 
but since I was elected president 
of the Foundation, I remained 
largely a paper president. 
 The management of the 
Alumni House as well as the 
Foundation Funds was turned 
over to the leadership of the 
Association.   Only recently 
did I call for a meeting of the 
Board of Trustees (BOT) of the 
Foundation.
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PMMA Alumni aids victims of supertyphoons Rolly and Ullyses

President Rodrigo Duterte has promoted eight officers of the Philippine Coast 
Guard (PCG) to the rank of Commodore, among them is  Commo. Agapito B. Bi-
bat, a proud alumnus of PMMA.  The PMMA Alumni Association Board of Directors 
congratulates Commo. Bibat on his promotion.  He is now the cCommander of 
the Coast Guard District Northern Mindanao.

PMMA Community from p1

Del Pilar St.; Dalandan St.; Edna 
Boarding House; and J&J Tran-
sient House on Balagtas St., Ma-
late, Manila
 Meanwhile, in Pasay City 
relief operations reached Lucban 
St. Libertad Brgy 40; Seaman’s 
House on Doña Adela Apart-
ment, FB Harrison St.; F. Cruz 
Street, Brgy. 172 in Malibay and 
Seaman’s Cabin Dormitel in 
Balagtas Royal Mansion, Balag-
tas in Pasay City.
 PMMA alumni also brought 
goods to seafarers on Pinagti-
punan St., Hagdang Bato in Li-
bis; in Countryside Subdivision, 
Brgy. Barrangka Ibaba; Wel-
fare Ville Compound, Addition 

Hills;  Ideal St. Addition Hills, 
Bright and Cheerful Preschool; 
and Block 35 Brgy Addition 
Hills, Mandaluyong City.
 Those were trying times in-
deed, but this was extra difficult 
for seafarers who have sacrificed 
being away from their families for 
long periods of time just to be able 
to earn money which they believe 
would greatly help in improving 
their lives as well as contribute to 
the economy through the billions 
of dollars in remittances. 
 The PMMA Alumni Asso-
ciation recognized these hard-
ships of seafarers—the nation’s 
modern day heroes! Thus, this is 
the time to give something back 
to them and nurture them as the 
country heals as one.

A FEW months after 
extending help to 
people hurt by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the 
PMMA Alumni Board of 
Directors spearheaded again 
relief operations, this time, for 

victims of the super typhoons 
Rolly and Ullyses that battered 
eastern Luzon closely one after 
another in November last year.
 The PMMA BOD immediately 
launched an all out appeal to 
the general membership for 

ExECuTivE CoMMiTTEE
President - CE Chito Felix C. Majabague
vP internal - BGen Melquiades V. Ordiales 
vP External - Capt. Jose Remo L. Librodo 
Treasurer - CE Jomel H. Paradero 
Secretary General - dr. Nelson T. Prias

REGulAR CoMMiTTEES(2019-20)
1. PMMA Alumni Homecoming/ Fellowship/Social Affairs 
Committee
Chairman: BGen. Ordiales
vice Chairman: dr. Prias
Members: Capt. Librodo / Capt. Renel C. Ramos

2. Ways and Means/ Plans and
Program Committee
Chairman: CE Soliman V. dilag
vice Chairman: dr. Michael B. dumangeng Members: Capt. Ramos
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Chairman: CE Edgar C. Baronda
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BoARD oF DiRECToRS 2019, 2020 & 2021

whatever support the association 
can give to the people in the Bicol 
Region and the Cagayan Valley 
that bore the heaviest blows of 
the two monster howlers, causing 
unprecedented high floods for 
days in northern Luzon. 
 Members of the BOD 
coordinated with its PMMA 
Alumni chapters “El Cagayano” 
and “Bicol” chapter for assistance, 
asking information of any fellow 
alumni who were unfortunately 
victims of the super typhoons.  
 Families of PMMA alumni 
were given top priority in the 
distribution of relief goods with 
PMMA Alumni PCg chapter 
providing the needed logistical 
support in the relief operations.
 In Cagayan Valley, the PMMA 
Alumni “El Cagayano Chapter” 
led by Capt. Renel Ramos, a BOD 
member director, distributed a 
total of 500 packs of relief goods 
(rice, assorted canned goods, 
noodles and personal hygiene) 
to the victims of the typhoon 
Ulysses in different barangays 
Alcala, Camalaniugan, Tugum, 
Baculub, Amulong in Cagayan 
on November 20, 2020.
 The relief goods were donated 
by PMMA alumni; hence, on 
behalf of the BOD, Capt Ramos 
conveyed his heartfelt gratitude 
to all alumni for their unending 
support for the disaster relief 
operations.

PMMA Superintendent Commo 
joel y Abutal together with the 
Commandant, Department of 

Midshipmen Affairs, Ce  Alexander 
Tabobo and Tactical Officers, led 
the wreath laying ceremony in 
remembrance of the alumni who 
passed away since 2020.

The ceremony was highlighted 
with the solemn prayers for the 
bereaved families and the striking 
of the Bicentennial Bell for the 
following departed Bunkmates.
1 Alinea, reynaldo A. 1966
2 Alvarez-Daite, Myrna 1997

3 Afin, lambert 1969
4 Cervas, rodolfo r. 1977
5 Fugoso, Arturo Crizaldo 1984
5 Tucay, Orlando F. 1969
7 ilad, rico 1986
8 Cataulin, reynaldo 1972
9 isulat, lauro M. jr. 1989
10 Patuasic, Francisco jr. 1982
11 espinosa, rodolfo 1971
12 Afidchao, Michael jr. 1997
13 rodriguez, Anton Antonio 2001
14 Weilbacher, robert james 1970 
– hM/AM
15 Pido, richard l. 1982
16 Briones, rommel 1993

17. yulatic, Michael 2013
The ceremony is part of the 

weeklong activity for the PMMA’s 
201st Foundation Anniversary.

On April 20, the PMMA Alumni 
Association BOD led by Presi-
dent Ce Chito Felix Majabague, 
former presidents vAdm reuben 
lista, Capt. Gaudencio Morales 
paid their last respects to former  
president jolie Pelayo Class ’71 
who passed way due to lingering 
illness.

Capt. Pelayo served as pres-
ident through the association’s 

PMMA, Alumni Ass’n honors alumni struggling years in 1984 to 
1987.  he raised funds for 
the the association.
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HEALTH is wealth 
especially in this time 
of the global pandemic. 

With this in mind, the PMMA 
Class of 1992 has pledged its 
support to its alma mater and 
bunkmates by donating one-year 
HMO coverage (Maxicare Health 
Card) for the 49 alumni currently 
serving PMMA.
 PMMA Supt. Commo. Joel 
Abutal, also a members of Class 
’92, expressed his appreciation to 
his bunkmates for the timely and 
kind gestures.  He also wished 
his classmates to stay safe and 
healthy as well!

The PMMA Alumni 
Board of directors is 
again appealing to 

all members to acquire the 
invaluable book that showcases 
the tangible and lasting 
contributions in  Philippine 
history of the oldest maritime 
institutions in the country.
 The PMMA @ 200 Coffee 
Table Book: Leading in Maritime 
Excellence  presents  the 200 
years of enduring history of the 
Philippine Merchant Marine 
Academy.
 Without doubt, the coffee 
table book is priceless as it 
highlights the diverse roles of 
proud sons and daughters of the 
Academy throughout its 200-
year history.  This first of its kind 
book that is a must to possess for 
every alumnus of the Academy.
 The rich history contained 
in the book is validated by 
respected   historians; thus, it’s 
the authority when it comes 
to PMMA history.  Hence, 
it’s a priceless possession for 
someone interested in maritime 
history as well as in maritime 
education and training.
 Moreover, the proceeds from 

The PMMA has 
officially launched 
the online Graduate 

School Programs developed 
in partnership with the 
Seaversity.  
 Placing a premium on the 
education of its clientele, the 
PMMA responded to the call 
for flexible learning, based 

on Commission on Higher 
Education (CHEd) advisories 
on CoVId-19, and in compliance 
with continued enhanced 
community quarantine and 
observance of stringent social 
distancing measures brought 
about by CoVId-19 pandemic. 
 With this e-learning 
Platform, education is delivered 

at the comfort of wherever the 
students maybe. 
 Because of this development 
on e-learning or online classes, 
the Graduate School has 
attracted more students this 
current academic year, 2020-
2021.  Close to 100 students have 
enrolled in the different post-
graduate programs.

TAILOR-FIT for a 
MARINA post.
       He came to the Mari-

time Industry Authority (MARI-
NA) in a most opportune time.  
Capt Jeffrey Solon, with his sea-
faring experience and extensive 
exposure in crewing and domes-
tic shipping, has proven to be a 
big help to MARINA which is 
now headed by former Philippine 
Navy officers.
 A member of PMMA Class 
’88 and a bona fide tanker man, 
Capt Solon joined MARINA 
in June 2020 at the height of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, as 
officer-in-charge of the Office 
of the Deputy Administrator for 
Planning (ODAP).  
 He was officially appointed by 
President Duterte and sworn into 
office this month by MARINA 
Administrator VAdm. Robert 
Empedrad as Deputy Executive 
Director of the STCW Office of 
MARINA.
 His experience as former 
marine officer, manning 
executive, auditor, surveyor, 
ship manager and his stint in the 
inter-island trade, Capt. Solon 
without question can perform 
the functions effectively of both 
posts simultaneously as Deputy 
Administrator for Planning and 
Deputy Executive Director of the 
STCW Office.
 “I joined MARINA on 
June 1, 2020. Original Class 
of 1988 but graduated in 1989 
due to cadetship engagement 
in Neptune Orientlines under 
NSSPL  for 2 years. I was in the 
shipmangement and manning 
sector and my sea experience 
is all on tanker vessels like oil/
chemical, chemical, and product 
tankers,” he told Seaway.
 As an experienced tanker 

CAPT. JEFFREY SOLON
The go-to-guy at MARINA

man and a crewing executive 
for years, Capt. Solon knows the 
sentiment of marine officers and 
crew as well as the challenges 
and problems confronting the 
manning community particularly 
during this time pandemic.
 He was the former chief 
operating officer of Centennial 
Transmarine Inc. and Norteam 
Shipping Services and still 
connected with the Panama 
Maritime Documentation 
Services (PMDS) as exclusive 
surveyor, auditor for Panama, 
Belize Flags.
 “As a leading ship classification 
society, we are also recognized as 
a highly reliable, impartial, third 
party assessment organization by 
shipowners, shipyards, maritime 
insurers, and port state control 
agencies around the world,” 
declared the MARINA  official, 
whose professional background 
proved to be a big help to 
Administrator Empedrad and 
STCW Office Executive Director 
VAdm. Rene Medina.    
 Moreover, Capt. Solon was 
instrument in the establishment 

of the new crewing organization, 
Association of Licensed Manning 
Agencies (ALMA) Maritime 
group, which played a significant 
role in resolving the many 
problem of the manning sector 
spawned by the pandemic.
 Being a former marine officer, 
the PMMA alumnus has proven 
himself to be useful in providing 
inputs to the STCW Office from 
addressing certification matters 
to corruption issues.   
 He also tried his hand 
on shipmanagement and in 
domestic shipping and even 
served as president of Cebu-
based Visayan Association of 
Ferry Boat and Coastwise Ship-
owners Operators (VAFCSO), 
giving him an opportunity to 
understand first-hand the issues 
of the diverse maritime-related 
businesses and the inter-island 
trade.
 In short, Capt. Solon is the 
go-to-guy at MARINA, who can 
get things done especially during 
crunch time and, for that, a source 
of pride of the Academy and for 
the PMMA Alumni Association.

An appeal for the PMMA
Bicentennial Coffee Table Book

the sale of the book will be used 
to finance the completion of the 
PMMA Bicentennial Wall where 
Class logos will permanently 
displayed conspicuously within 
the PMMA Complex in San 
narciso, Zambales.  Proceeds 
will also be used for the PMMA  
Bicentennial Professorial Chair 
and Scholarship Program for 
Grade 7.
  Those interested to get a 
copy of the The PMMA @ 200 
Coffee Table Book: Leading 
in Maritime Excellence may 
place their orders through 
your class representatives or 
call our PMMAAAI secretariat 
or you can simply log-in at 
the new PMMAAAI website: 
pmmaaai.org.

PMMA, Navy strengthen
partnership in education & training

PMMA’s online Graduate School
Programs draws more students

Class ’92 donates health insurance
coverage to alumni at PMMA

PMMA Superintendent 
Commo Joel Abutal paid 
a courtesy call on the 

Philippine Navy Flag Officer 
In Command (FOIC, PN), Vice 
Adm. giovanni Carlo Bacordo 
at the PN Headquarters, Naval 
Station Jose Andrada, on Roxas 
Blvd, Manila last October 8.
 The FOIC PN, who is also 
a member of PMMA Board of 
Trustees, received the visiting 
superintendent in the headquar-
ters’ Hall of Flags where he was 
awarded a personal flag and com-
mand badge.
 Supt Abutal apprised the 
Navy chief on the modern equip-
ment that PMMA developed for 
educational purposes which in-
clude virtual/augmented reality 
technologies among others that 

are vital for advancing maritime 
education.
 Navy chief Bacordo and Com-
mo Abutal agreed to continue 
and further intensify the ongo-
ing partnership between the two 
maritime entities for the better-
ment of respective organizations 
which in turn can be greatly ben-
eficial for our maritime nation.
 PMMA is the pioneer in-
stitution in maritime educa-
tion in the country that also 
caters to PN personnel. The 
PNs partnership with this pre-
mier educational institution 
is vital to the Navy’s objective 
of capacitating personnel and 
developing modern mindsets 
among them on its bid to be-
come a stronger and more 
credible organization.
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THE Philippine Merchant Marine Acad-
emy has started using the Learning 
Management System (LMS) that was 

developed by Seaversity since the past se-
mester. The Philippine Military Academy 
(PMA) have seen this welcome develop-
ment at PMMA particularly its e-Learning. 
 Last January 22, PMMA Supt Commo Joel 
Abutal welcomed the PMA delegation led by 
Cdr. Allan P Oabel PN, assistant chief of Acade-
my Staff for Plans and Programs of PMA, MA5. 

 The objective of the visit is to bench-
mark the PMMA LMS since the nation’s 
military school is exploring the possibility 
of procuring e-Learning Services and the 
benchmarking will aid them in the scoping 
of the terms of references.
 The delegation was accompanied by 
Seaversity, the developer of the PMMA 
LMS, and they were toured around the 
campus and shown the facilities and 
equipment that are used in e-Learning as 

well as the on-premises servers.  
 “Truly, that in every challenge that 
comes our way, we can get by it through 
creativity and the acceptance of change.” 
 As Margaret Fuller said, “if you have 
knowledge, let others light their candles in it.” 
 PMMA hopes that this is a start of a fruitful 
and meaningful exchange of knowledge and 
engagement between PMMA and PMA in pur-
suit of excellent and effective education and 
training of the Filipino youth. 

 The Philippine Merchant Ma-
rine Academy’s (PMMA) unique 
role in history was enshrined re-
cently with the unveiling of the 
historical marker on the exact 
spot where its forerunner, Escuela 
Nautica De Manila, was originally 
located 200 years ago at the corner 
of Cabildo and Beaterio Streets in 
Intramuros, Manila.
 NHCP Chairman Dr. Rene 
Escalante, assisted by PMMA 
Supt. Commo. Joel Abutal, led 
the unveiling of the marker in 
simple yet historic ceremonies on 
December 3, 2020.      
 The marker was placed con-

spicuously at the entrance of the 
Spanish-inspired restaurant and 
events venue, Pavillion La Cas-
tellana, owned by businessman 
Andres Chua.
 In the short program that fol-
lowed the unveiling of the mark-
er, Atty. Vhincent Cañares of 
the Intramuros Administration 
highlighted PMMA’s role as the 
center of excellence in maritime 
education, producing competent 
marine officers that eventually 
became leaders of the nation’s 
maritime industry.
 Atty. Cañares was followed 
by Dr. Escalante, who under-

scored that this recognition of 
PMMA, which was bestowed to 
only a handful of schools in the 
country, is a testament to the sig-
nificant contributions of its grad-
uates in the development of the 
maritime industry and in global 
shipping, accounting for a sizable 
number of marine officers man-
ning the international fleet.
 He offered to PMMA un-
der CommoAbutal a dedicated 
gallery to showcase the Filipino 
seafarers’ contributions to the 
country in the maritime museum 
soon to be set up in Iloilo City to 
highlight the nation’s rich boat-

PMMA’s place in Philippine history now casts in iron

PMA looks at PMMA’s e-learning,
use of VR and AR technologies

PhiliPPiNe Merchant Ma-
rine Academy (PMMA) has 
tapped the country’s lead-

ing telecommunications provider, 
Smart Communications inc. (Smart) 
to expand its e-learning tools amid 
the COviD-19 pandemic.
 The institution hopped on 
board the PlDT wireless arm’s 
#Smartinfocast system. Smart 
infocast is an SMS broadcast 
solution that will enable PMMA 
to send out advisories and alerts 
directly to students, employees, 
and staff. 
 Smart also turned over Smart 
Bro lTe Pocket WiFi devices that 
will enable constant communica-
tion between and among key man-
agement and operations officers as 
they ensure the smooth conduct 
of the new normal for education. 
The devices are powered by Smart, 
the country’s fastest mobile data 
network as certified by third-par-
ty mobile internet analytics firms 
Opensignal and Ookla. 
 “This partnership came at 
the most opportune time as we 
chart our course in the digital 
age. These solutions will acceler-
ate the realization of our mission 
to establish a maritime center of 
digital competence in maritime 
education, training and research. 
These tools will also ensure 100% 
connectivity in the PMMA com-

munity,” said PMMA Supt. Com-
mo.  joel y. Abutal. 
 he was accompanied by Cdr. 
victoria Q. Parragua, assistant su-
perintendent for Administration 
and Finance of PMMA; and engr. 
ronnie D. Basco, chief of staff to 
the Superintendent during the 
turnover ceremony held on Feb-
ruary 5, 2021 at the Klaveness 
hall, PMMA Complex, San Narciso, 
Zambales. 
 They were joined by Smart 
representatives headed by Aveli-
no D. Gamboa jr., manager Com-
munity Solutions and Business 
Development - North and Central 
luzon; elainne B. de los Santos, 
community consultant – Central 
luzon; Dave Pla, distributor agent 
coordinator- GMM Communi-
cations Provider; and Georgette 
Castillano, customer and devel-
opment manager – Zambales. 
 PMMA and Smart look to 
strengthen ties further as they 
discussed the possibility of de-
ploying more digital solutions 
like Smart WiFi and PayMaya in 
the academy. Free SiM cards and 
exclusive load offers for PMMA ca-
dets were also offered during the 
discussion. The group previously 
offered device financing, as well 
as special prices for gadgets and 
devices in support for the new 
online learning education.

Powering PMMA’s online education

THE nation’s oldest maritime institution’s place in Philippine 
history has now been cast in iron, to paraphrase a popular 
idiom, by no less than the National Historical Commission of 
the Philippines (NHCP).

building tradition.
 In response, Commo. Abutal 
welcomed the offer and thanked 
Dr. Escalante for gracing the oc-
casion and assured the NHCP 
official of full cooperation from 
PMMA in setting up of the mari-
time museum as well as the com-
memoration of the 500th year of 
the Magellan-El Cano expedi-
tion.
 The PMMA superinten-
dent also expressed his gratitude 
to spouses Andres and Cosette 
Chua for allowing the installation 
of the marker on their property.
 In his message to the occa-
sion, he recalled the many con-
tributions of his fellow PMMA 
alumni in promoting maritime 
education as well as Filipino sea-
farers’ welfare and rights, fore-
most among them were Capt. 
John B. Lacson, founder of the 
country’s first and only maritime 
university, and Capt. gregorioO-
ca, founder of the world’s biggest 
seafarers’ union.

 Even in politics, he men-
tioned Capt. Pascual Ledesma 
who, aside from being the first 
commanding general of the Phil-
ippine Navy, was also one of the 
founders of the Nacionalista Par-
ty in 1905, which remains active 
to this day.
 Commo. Abutal also vowed 
that PMMA, under his steward-
ship, would work for the amend-
ment of R.A. 3680, through 
House Bill No. 6439, to make 
PMMA “a national maritime 
academy more responsive to the 
demands of the times.”
 He expressed appreciation to 
all the guests who took time, de-
spite the pandemic, to come and 
witness the affair especially Atty. 
Cañares, who represented Intra-
muros Administrator Atty.guil-
lerAsido; PMMA Alumni officials 
led by President C/E Chito Felix 
Majabague; Capt. Jeffrey Solon of 
the Maritime Industry Authority 
(MARINA), the Chua family, and 
PMMA officials and cadets.


